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Whereas WSMA supports policies that reduce pollution, promote clean air, support the 
transition to clean energy and policies that reduce climate change to promote healthier 
and more sustainable communities; and  
 
Whereas WSMA has a long tradition of advocating for public health and safety; and 
 
Whereas air pollution is a major contributor to human morbidity and mortality, accounting 
for as many as seven million deaths annually worldwide (1); and  
 
Whereas use of gas in home heating and cooking can create levels of pollutants inside 
the home that exceed ambient outdoor air quality standards (2); and  
 
Whereas children living in homes using gas for cooking have a 42% higher prevalence 
of asthma symptoms compared to children in homes with electric cooking (3); and 
 
Whereas the changing climate resulting from burning fossil fuels is having a major 
impact on human health across the globe, with disease and death due to heat, infection, 
food insecurity, and extreme weather events predicted to continue to rise throughout the 
21st century (4); and  
 
Whereas the extraction, transportation, and storage of natural gas has adverse health 
impacts that go beyond just air pollution and climate change (5,6). These risks include 
explosions, water contamination and air pollution at the extraction sites; and  
 
Whereas heating buildings with natural gas accounts for nearly 10% of greenhouse gas 
emissions in the state of Washington (7); and 
 
Whereas the burden of the health impacts of our current energy choices falls 
disproportionately on communities of color and low-income communities. These 
communities also are less able to make a rapid change from gas to electric heat and 
cooking; and  
 
Whereas the current transmission grid is at times unreliable and will need significant 
upgrades in order to make a full, clean energy transition; therefore 
 
Be it Resolved that the Washington State Medical Association declares that gas for 
cooking represents an immediate public health hazard and that gas for water and home 
heating represent long term public health risks due to climate impacts; and  
 
Be it Further Resolved that WSMA promotes policies at the state, county and municipal 
levels that would phase out gas infrastructure in new construction, financially assist in 
the replacement of existing infrastructure with electric heating and cooking appliances, 
and upgrade local electric power grids to make all electric heating and cooking feasible 
and equitably available for all Washington residents.   
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